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Freeholder Board Proclaims October as Dysautonomia Awareness Month

SALEM, NJ — At the December 18" Freeholder meeting, Freeholder Director Julie Acton introduced Courtney Powell who gave a
description of the disease Dysautonomia and complexity of the diagnosis in order to raise awareness. The Freeholder Board provided
her with a proclamation naming October as Dysautonomia Awareness Month. Courtney brought along Usher, her certified assistance
dog. Courtney is a volunteer with Dysautonomia International whose Facebook address is
https://www.facebook.com/Dysautonomialnternational .

PROCLAMATION FOR DYSAUTONOMIA AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS, Dysautonomia is a group of medical conditions that result in a malfunction of the
autonomic nervous system, which is responsible for essential bodily functions such as respiration,
heart rate, blood pressure, digestion, temperature control and more;

WHEREAS, many forms of Dysautonomia are considered rare or orphan diseases, such as
Multiple System Atrophy and Pure Autonomic Failure, while other forms are quite common
such as Diabetic A ic Neuropathy, Neurocardiogenic Syncope and Postural Orthostatic
ia Syndrome, there is a lack of awarcness about these conditions amongst the medical
community and the general public;

'WHEREAS, Dysautonomia can impact people of all ages, races and backgrounds, including
individuals living in the County of Salem;

WHEREAS, some forms of Dysautonomia can be very disabling and this disability can result in
physical pain, social isolation, stress on the families of those impacted, and financial hardship;

‘WHEREAS, inc awareness about Dysautonomia can help patients get diagnosed carlier,
and can help foster support for individuals and familes coping with Dysautonomia;

WHEREAS, we
patients and [:

ok to recognize the contributions of the professional medical community,
members who are working to educate our citizenry about Dysautonomia in
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BENJAMIN H. LAURY, FREEHOLDER BRUCE L. BOBBITT, FREEHOLDER
ROBERT J. VANDERSLICE, FREEHOLDER BETH E. TIMBERMAN, FREEHOLDER
LEE R. WARE, FREEHOLDER

WITNESSED THIS EIGHTEENTH DAY OF DECEMBER, TWO THOUSAND THIRTEEN
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EVERN D. FORD, ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK OF THE BOARD



https://www.facebook.com/DysautonomiaInternational

